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Two Toronto city council candidates are separately ending their campaigns in Ward 11 University-Rosedale. 


Longtime television host Ann Rohmer issued a weekend statement saying she is ending her bid for the seat now 
held by Coun. Mike Layton, who is leaving city hall, due to "unforeseen family issues." 


Diana Yoon, a climate justice activist, said in a statement Monday she is withdrawing to dedicate her energy to 
“fighting to get developer money and influence out of politics and supporting candidates who commit to this." Yoon 
also cited "hostility and unacceptable online vitriol" she received targeting her age and ethnicity. 


Both their names will appear on the Oct. 24 city council ballot - the deadline to register or withdraw was Aug. 19 - 
but they are urging residents to vote for another candidate. 


Rohmer said that registered to run "was a thrilling experience, made better only by the tremendous support that | 
began to receive from my community. 


"| decided to run for council because | love my community and | knew that | could bring my background as a 
journalist and community volunteer to City Hall to help get things done." 


Her candidacy, launched on the last possible day, was considered to have a strong chance at receiving Mayor 
John Tory's endorsement. 


She also could have benefited from three well-connected progressive candidates squaring off - school trustee 
Norm Di Pasquale, Robin Buxton Potts, an aide to former councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, and Diane Saxe, deputy 
leader of the Ontario Green Party and a former Ontario environment commissioner. 


Yoon said she and her team intended to run a "strong grassroots campaign" in University-Rosedale, but she now 
believes she can do more good launching "a #NoDeveloperMoney pledge" and urging mayoral, council and school 
trustee candidates to sign it and help reduce developer influence at city hall. 


Yoon noted that since registering Aug. 9 she has suffered abuse over her positions on affordable housing and 
against development with no community benefits. 
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"| share all this because | want to highlight the obstacles that candidates face when they are speaking up to 


represent marginalized communities and challenge the status quo - it keeps many young, queer, racialized women 
and non-binary people out of running for office and out of politics." 


Also registered as candidates in Ward 11: Axel Arvizu, Michael Borrelli, David Fielder, Adam Golding, Andrew 
Layman, Peter Lovering, Alison Pang, Heather Shon, and Pierre Therien. 
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